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(54) PRINTER CONTROL SYSTEM AND METHOD 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable a single print 
driver to control plural types of printers of different 
capabilities by controlling the printers based on the 
capability data on the printers which are included in the 
information messages that are sent back from the 
printers. 

SOLUTION: A certain host computer 2 can communicate 
with one or more printers 3 via a communication 
network such as an internet 1, for example. A general- 
purpose printer driver that does not restrict the types of 
printers is installed in the computer 2. Thus, the 
capability of a specific printer 3 is not recognized from 
the first. Thereby, the capability (e.g. the user operable 
set items and value) is inquired to the printer 3 to be 
controlled, and the printer 3 is controlled based on the 
capability that is informed from the printer 3 in reply to 
the inquiry. As a result, various types of printers 3 of 
different capabilities can be controlled. 
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